
  
Brian’s Buzz 
 
Priorities. As I reflect over events over the last 6 months I am challenged 
to reflect on priorities for both myself and Presbytery. What are our 
priorities and how do we ensure that what we do reflects what we say our 
priorities are. Every day we make choices about what is important and what 
is of lesser importance. We give time and energy to some things and not to 
others. It is however always a challenge to make sure that the right things 
are our priorities. With so many things happening we need to make choices. 
To help ourselves with that we make or give ourselves priorities, the 
challenge is always how and what we prioritise. Here is a story that helps 
reflect on this. 
 
The Jar of Life  
 
A professor standing in front of his philosophy class had several items in 
front of him.  When the class began, he wordlessly picked up a very large 
and empty jar and proceeded to fill it with golf balls. He then asked the 
students if they thought the jar was full. They agreed that it was. The 
professor then picked up a box of pebbles and poured them into the jar. 
Then he shook the jar lightly. The pebbles rolled into the open spaces 
between the golf balls. Then the professor again asked the students if the 
jar was full. And again, they agreed that it was. The professor then picked 
up a box of sand and proceeded to pour it into the jar. As expected, the sand 
filled up the jar’s remaining space. And once again the professor asked if 
the jar was full. Once again, the students responded with a unanimous 
“Yes!” 

 “Now,” said the professor as the laughter subsided, “I want you to 
recognize that this jar represents your life. The golf balls are the important 
things — God, your family, your children, your health, your friends, your 
church and your favourite passions — and if everything else was lost and 
only they remained, your life would still be full. The pebbles are the other 
things that matter — like your job, your house, and your car. The sand 
represents everything else — the small stuff.  

If you put the sand into the jar first,” he continued, “there is no room for 
the pebbles or the golf balls.  The same goes for life. If you spend all of 
your time and energy on the small stuff, you will never have room for the 
things that are important to you.  

Cont... 
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Presbytery Dates 2017 
 

 25th July –  1pm - Education &    
Training Meeting 

    1st August –  3pm – Property 
 Meeting 

    1st August  –  Standing Committee -  
 4pm 

    1st August  –  PRC 7pm 
  19th August  –  Presbytery Meeting       
  Harrisville - 9am 

 
 
 
 
 

BBP - Admin office hours 
 

Monday 9.30am – 2.30pm 
Tuesday 9.30am – 2.30pm 
Wednesday – No Admin 

Thursday 9.30am – 2.30pm 
Friday 9.30am – 2.30pm 
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So, pay attention to those things that are critical to your well-being. 

Spend time with your children, your parents, God, friends. There will always be time for the other things but 
ensure you do the important things first. 

Brian  

- -	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-		
		

DON’T	FORGET	TO	VISIT	THE	BBP	WEBSITE	–		
A	WHOLE	YEAR	S	WORTH	OF	EVENTS	AND	FLYERS		

FOR	YOUR	VIEWING	AND	DIARY	
- -	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-		

	

SAFE MINISTRY WITH CHILDREN TRAINING 
These courses will run every month 

 
Fernvale/Lowood UC – Monday 7th August 6.30pm – 9.30pm 

 
Do you need SMC training at your Congregation?  E-mail Melloney asap  
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BRISBANE VALLEY – Easter Family Fest 

The Brisbane Valley Uniting Church would like to convey sincerely thank 
you for your support to our Easter Family Fest. Your presences and friendship 

contributed successfully are greatly received and much appreciated. We’re 
looking forward for your company at our next Easter Fest 2018.                                  

Blessings,  Ps Siaosi Semaia 

Rev Dr Elizabeth Nolan and Faye Talatonu Rev Dr Elizabeth Nolan, Faye and  
BBP Chairman Rev Andrew Gunton 

Rev Andrew Gunton, Faye Talatonu &  
Rev Brian Hoole 

Faye Talatonu’s Induction  
Indooroopilly UC - 6th April 2017 
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Rev. Ieriko Sopoaga – Inala Uniting Church 

“My name is Ieriko Sopoaga, born and 
raised in Samoa. My parents were 
ministers of the Samoa Congregation 
Christian Church, serving in village of 
Alamagoto for 40 years. This was the same 
village where my wife and I serve God for 
another 18 years after he passed on to be 
with his Lord. 

Completion of high school education in 
1980, I was awarded a government 
scholarship to study in Papua New Guinea 
for a period 3 years and later on served as 
public servant in Samoa before taking up training at Malua Theological College for 4 years. I 
graduated in 1990 and married my wife the following year. We start our ministry at Alamagoto parish 
when my father passed away in 1992, and was ordained to be a full minister to administered and 
conduct holy communion and baptism in the general assembly conference in May 1995. We left our 
ministry seeking medical help in New Zealand and 5 years of relaxing and rewinding in Dunedin was 
an opportunity of reflection in how we serve God in the past 18 years in the paradise island. 

Serving God in the Inala Uniting Church has introduced me into fascinating experience in leading 
Gods people in this community. My wife and have been privileged and humble to accept God`s call 
to work in the Inala community and we totally rely on the Holy Spirit, presbytery and our community 
in guiding us in leading Gods people according to His will. As a team leader of our leadership team, 
we work efficiently and effectively in trying to achieve our goals for some tasks we have set.    

Working with young people is my passion and devoted time nurturing them to be genuine Christians 
as well as solid future leaders of our community, church and families. I believe that if we teach them 
and offer them a true parental love guiding them according to the teaching of the bible; they will be 
become good role models for our community. I tried to have open ears in listening to their problems 
and issue they face so that we can address the difficulties they are going through in a proper and 
professional manner. 

I love music, and I encourage and support our praise and worship team to be boldness and resilience 
in their calling, because they need to seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit especially leading our 
Sunday worship.  

Prayers are an important part of the life of Inala Uniting Community. We encourage our community 
to pray for the covering on our community and as it slowly growing we believe it is the will of our 
Lord to bring into His Kingdom.  We have a prayer meeting for the whole community mid-week, and 
the Youth also start their Friday Bible Study session with their prayer meeting and worship before 
they share on the bible”.         

Photo above: Ieriko and his family – 

Iereko’s mother Lili Sopoaga, Ieriko & Matautu Sopoaga, their children - Ordynant CJ son and daughters 

Lilly Eluzabeth and Fete Louise 
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From Monique Coughlin - Discipleship Facilitator 
 

Young adults at Stretching Faith program 1 June 2017 at Indooroopilly UCA 
Discussion – War and Peace 

Q & A Panel – Rev Sharene Fechner (Air force chaplaincy), Charles Vessley (Army 
chaplaincy), Peter Hobson (Theologian – Trinity College) and Dave Andrews (Pacifist).  

Mardi Lumsden, Uniting Communications Director was the MC on the night. 

RAY CROMPTON - Volunteer 	

It took Ray Crompton 7-8 months to complete and graduate from a Multi-
faith Chaplaincy course. He started doing a little Chaplaincy work at the 
Wesley Hospital.  One day he was talking to some people at St Andrews 
and they asked if he would be interested in doing some Multi-Faith 
Chaplaincy as part of Ramsey Health Care Group.  Ray said “Yes”. So, 
for the past 6 months, twice a week he visits - one floor on Tuesday and 
another on Thursday. He has printed out prayer cards which he gives to 
all the patients and even a ‘sorry I missed you card’ if they are not there.  
Ray said he has received a lot of good feedback.  The hospital is not 
affiliated with any church, yet the Multi-faith reaction from patients and 
families is quite outstanding.  This is a great outreach of Christ and the 
Uniting Church. 
Ray Crompton JP(Cdec) - Multifaith Chaplain St Andrews Hospital Ipswich 
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